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free the holy name of religion from the appendage of
ceremonialism, yet to them, the cult of Guru seemed
flagrantly irreconcilable to the time-spirit. Nothing could
be farther from the truth. As Vivekananda puts it with
marvellous force in The Sages of India:— "Krishna is not
the authority of the Vedas, but the Vedas are the authority
; of Krishna himself ; his glory is that he is the greatest
Headier of the Vedas that ever existed. So as to other
'incarnations ; so with our sages." The greatness of the
-Guru is that he does not speak with authority, but what
he speaks is the authority.
There cannot be any manner of doubt as to the truth
that the Gum is the only awakener of the serpent-power
in man. This slumbering serpent-power which implies
the latent sub-conscious divine energy in man, the divinity
that sleeps, has been believed by the Tantras to reside
at the foot of the spinal column in the human body, and
when it is awakened by the Guru by the transmission of
dynamic spirituality, it becomes joined to the Absolute
that lies in the thousand-petaled lotus in the highest
centre of the cerebrum. Vedantism that relies on
intellectual realization, denies the efficacy of physiological
processes which are a necessary and vital part of the
Tantra Sadhana. In the higher cerebral processes, the
Absolute unites with the serpent-power, rising through
the nerve of Susumna that lies between Ida and Pin gala.
Ida and Pingala correspond to attraction and repulsion,
raga and dwesa, the two magnetic forces in the world.
Man represents the power of repulsion ; and Woman, the
power of attraction. It is called the principle of polarity.
S. Laing in his book, Modern Zoroastrian, has said, "In
all cases a positive implies a negative ; in all, like repels
like and attracts unlike. Conversely, as polarity produces
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